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World
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A signboard of The National Trust of the
United Kingdom on Brownsea Island where

the first Scout Camp was held.
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The cover for the historic Baden-Powell book, Scouting for Boys,
published in 1908 in which The Founder of Scouting described the

key concepts for the Movement.

Lieutenant-General Robert Baden-Powell, later
Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell

A Brazillian postage stamp celebrating The
Centenary of Scouting.

Right: Baden-
Powell's sketch for

Scouting for Boys
showing his

original concept
for the Scout

uniform.

Lady Olave Baden-Powell
World Chief Guide.
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Who were the
first Scouts?

WIKIPEDIA

The Brownsea Island Scout Camp was a boys

camping event on Brownsea Island in Poole

Harbour, Southern England, organised by

Lieutenant-General Baden-Powell to test his ideas

for the book Scouting for Boys. Twenty boys from

different social backgrounds participated from

1 August to 8 August 1907 in activities around

camping, observation, woodcraft, chivalry, life-

saving and patriotism. Recognised as the world’s first

Scout camp, the event is regarded as the real origin

of the worldwide Scout Movement.

Up to the early 1930s, camping by Boy Scouts

continued on Brownsea Island. In 1963, a formal 50-

acre (200,000 square metres) Scout campsite was

opened by Lady Olave Baden-Powell, when the

island became a nature conservation area owned by

the National Trust. In 1973, a Scout Jamboree was

held on the island with 600 Scouts.

The worldwide centenary of Scouting took place

at the Brownsea Island Scout camp, celebrating

1 August 2007, the 100th anniversary of the start of

the first encampment. Activities by The Scout

Association in the campsite included four Scout

Camps and a Sunrise Ceremony.

An experiment

General Baden-Powell had become a national hero

during the Anglo-Boer War as a result of his

B-P with the pioneering group of Scouts at the
First Brownsea Island Camp.

successful defence during the Siege of Mafeking of

1899–1900. During the siege, the Mafeking Cadets,

boys aged 12 to 15, who acted as messengers, had

impressed Baden-Powell with their resourcefulness

and courage. He had also published a number of

popular books on military scouting, including Aids

to Scouting for NCOs and Men, published in 1899,

which became a bestseller and was used by teachers

and youth organisations. In the years following the

war, he began discussing the idea of a new youth

organisation with a number of people, including

William Alexander Smith, founder of the Boys’

Brigade. To test his ideas while writing Scouting for

Boys, Baden-Powell conceived of an experimental

camp, and organised it to take place on Brownsea

Island during the summer of 1907. He invited his life-

long friend, Major Kenneth McLaren, to attend the

camp as his deputy.

First Scout encampment

Site and camp organisation

Brownsea Island covers 560 acres of woodland and

open areas with two lakes. Baden-Powell had visited

the site as a boy with his brothers. It perfectly suited

his needs for the camp as it was isolated from the

mainland and hence the press, but only a short ferry

trip from the town of Poole, making the logistics
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easier. The owner, Charles van Raalte, was happy to

offer him use of the site.

Baden-Powell invited 21 boys from different

social backgrounds to the camp, a revolutionary

idea in class-conscious Edwardian England. Ten

came from the well-to-do public schools of Eton and

Harrow, mostly sons of friends of Baden-Powell.

Seven came from the Bournemouth Boys’ Brigade,

and three from the Poole Boys’ Brigade. Baden-

Powell’s nine-year old nephew Donald Baden-

Powell also attended. The camp fee

was dependent on means: £1 for the

public school boys, and three shillings

and sixpence for the others. The 21

boys were arranged into four patrols:

Wolves, Ravens, Bulls and Curlews.

As this was the first Boy Scouting

event, the boys did not have uniform

shirts, but they did wear khaki scarves

and were presented with brass fleur-

de-lis badges, the first use of the Scout emblem. They

also wore a coloured knot on their shoulder

The Brownsea Island camp grounds today.

indicating their patrol: green for Bulls, blue for

Wolves, yellow for Curlews, and red for Ravens. The

patrol leader carried a staff with a flag depicting the

patrol animal. After passing tests on knots, tracking,

and the national flag, they were given another brass

badge, a scroll with the words

“Be Prepared”, to wear below

the fleur-de-lis.

Programme

The camp began with a blast

from a kudu horn Baden-Powell

had captured in the Matabele

campaign. He used the same

kudu horn to open the Coming

of Age Jamboree 22 years later

in 1929. Baden-Powell made full

use of his personal fame as the

hero of the Siege of Mafeking.

For many of the participants,

the highlights of the camp were

his campfire yarns of his African

experiences, and the Zulu Ingonyama chant,

meaning “He is a lion”.

Each patrol camped in an army bell tent. The day

began at 6.00 am, with cocoa, exercises, flag break

and prayers, followed by breakfast at 8.00 am. Then

followed the morning exercise

of the subject of the day, as well

as bathing, if deemed

necessary. After lunch there

was a strict siesta (no talking

allowed), followed by the

afternoon activity based on the

subject of the day. At 5.00 pm

the day ended with games,

supper, campfire yarns and

prayers. Turning in for the night was compulsory for

every patrol at 9.00 pm, regardless of age.

The present-day marker at
BP’s 1907 campsite.
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Each day was based on a different theme:

Day 1 (1 August 1907) PRELIMINARY

Formation of patrols, distribution of duties,

special instruction for patrol leaders, settle

into camp.

Day 2 CAMPAIGNING

Camping skills, building huts, knots, fire

lighting, cooking, health and sanitation,

endurance

Day 3 OBSERVATION

Tracking, memorising details, deducing

meaning from tracks and signs, training

eyesight.

Day 4 WOODCRAFT

Study of animals and birds, plants, stars, stalking

animals.

Day 5 CHIVALRY

Honour, code of the knights, unselfishness,

courage, charity, thrift, loyalty, chivalry to women.

Doing a “Good Turn” daily.

Day 6 SAVING A LIFE

From fire, drowning, sewer gas, runaway horses,

panic, street accidents etc. First Aid.

Day 7 PATRIOTISM

History and deeds that won the Empire, the Navy

and Army, flags, duties as citizens, marksmanship.

Day 8 (8 August 1907) CONCLUSION

Summary of the course, sports day

The participants left by ferry on the 9th day,

9 August 1907. Baden-Powell considered the camp

successful. The camp ended with a financial deficit

of just over £24, with total expenditure of the camp

at £55, two shillings, and eight pence. The deficit was

cleared by Saxon Noble, whose two sons Marc and

Humphrey had attended.

Present-day pier at Brownsea Island.
Photograph courtesy of Lord Harris.

The Brownsea Island
Scout Camp, a boys
camping event on

Brownsea Island in
Poole Harbour, Southern

England, organised by
Lieutenant-General
Baden-Powell from

1 to 8 August 1907 is
recognised as the world’s

first Scout camp and
the real origin of

the worldwide
Scout Movement.
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Legacy and commemoration

Following the successful camp, Baden-Powell went

on an extensive speaking tour arranged by his

publisher, Pearsons, to promote the forthcoming

Scouting for Boys, which began the Scout Movement.

It initially appeared as six fortnightly instalments,

beginning in January 1908, and later appeared in

book form. Scouting began to spread throughout

Great Britain and Ireland, then through the

countries of the British Empire, and soon to the rest

of the world.

A reunion of the original campers was held in

1928 at the Chief Scout’s home at Pax Hill in

Hampshire. A commemorative stone by sculptor

Don Potter was unveiled in 1967. It is located near

the encampment area.

In May 2000, twenty trees were planted, one for

each of the boys who attended. During the planting

Commemorative stone by sculptor Don Potter.

ceremony, the Scout Chief Commissioner for

England, along with representatives of the Scouts

and the Guides, planted the trees on the seaward

side of the original campsite. The trees were

designed to act as a permanent memorial to the

camp, as well as providing a series of future wind

breaks against coastal winds.

Campsite history

From 1927 to 2000

After the death of Charles van Raalte in 1907 his wife

Florence stayed on Brownsea until 1925. Later Mrs.

Mary Bonham-Christie bought the island at auction

in 1927. In 1932, Bonham-Christie allowed 500

Scouts to camp there to celebrate the Silver Jubilee

of Scouting, but shortly afterwards she closed the

island to the public and it became very overgrown.

In 1934, some Sea Scouts were camping on the island

when a fire broke out. Mrs. Bonham-Christie blamed

the Sea Scouts, although the fire did not start where

the Sea Scouts were camping. The fire engulfed most

of the island, burning west to east. The eastern

buildings were only saved by a subsequent change

in wind direction. No one really knows who started

the fire, but Scouts were not allowed to camp on the

island again until after her death in 1961. Bonham-

Christie left the island a significant tax debt to her

grandson, who could not pay the taxes. Fearing the

island would be bought by developers, interested

citizens raised an endowment and the government

allowed the National Trust to take control of the

island using this endowment in 1962.

The island was reopened to the public in 1963 by

Lady Baden-Powell when it came under the control

of the National Trust, which has since then

continuously maintained the island as a

conservation area which is popular site with visitors:

including Scouts, Guides, and the general public.

Soon after the National Trust took over the island
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in 1964, 50 acres (200,000 sq metre) near this original

campsite were set aside for Scout and Guide

camping. In 1973, a Jamboree was held on the island

for 600 Scouts from seven nations, along with one

of the original campers, aged 81 by then.

After 2000

The campsite is compartmentalised, with the

memorial stone, shop, flags, destination signs, all in

one area on the south-west corner of the island.

Radiating off from this are many small camp zones,

perhaps a dozen acres each, surrounded by trees and

fences. The area set aside for camping now covers

50 acres and there is room for between 300 and 400

campers on the site. The Scout campsite and parts

of the island have been cleared, and Scouts have

been able to camp there since 1964.

The National Trust maintains the Scout and

Guide campsite, South Shore Lodge and the Baden-

Powell Outdoor Centre where members of Brownsea

Island Scout Fellowship and

Friends of Guiding, Brownsea

Island operate a small trading

post. The Baden-Powell

Outdoor Centre was opened

on 14 September 2007. It

contains a new camp

reception, new washrooms

and toilet facilities. The centre

also hosts a small Scouting

museum. The altar of St. Mary’s Church (about 0.2

miles [0.3 km] from the camp) is lined with a Scout

and a Guide flag. In 2007, to coincide with the

Scouting Centenary, about 40 new kneelers or

hassocks were given to the church, decorated with

the 21 World Scout Jamboree badges and other

Scouting, Guiding and island badges. It is often used

for services during large camps. Baden-Powell and

his wife are buried in Kenya, there is no memorial

to them in the Church.

The Scout and Guide flags inside St. Mary’s.
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Brownsea Island is generally

open to the public from March

to October, via ferry from Poole.

By exception, the island was

reserved for Scouts and

Scouters on 1 August 2007

during the Sunrise Camp. The

National Trust is operating a

number of events throughout

the summer months including

guided tours, trails and activities in the visitor centre.

Scouts and Guides often do an “act of duty” whilst

on the island; often this involves cutting back the

rhodedendron added by a previous owner of the

island, maintaining the Baden-Powell Outdoor

Centre by stacking rhodedendron in the wood-piles

or raking the dead leaves, twigs and pine-needles

from underneath pine trees so more plants that red

squirrels eat can grow.

St. Mary’s Church on Brownsea Island.
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Baden-Powell’s and his wife’s grave in Kenya; the gravestone bears a circle with a dot in the center,
which is the Boy Scout trail sign for "I have gone home."
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“I have gone home”

In the south aisle of the nave of Westminster

Abbey, against the screen of St George’s Chapel,

is a memorial stone to Lord and Lady Baden-

Powell. Both are buried in Kenya and each had a

memorial service held at the Abbey. The joint

memorial stone was unveiled on 12 February 1981,

in the presence of Princess Margaret, and is by

sculptor Wilhelm Josef Soukop. The Scouts and

Guides flags are placed against the screen. This

memorial replaced an earlier stone to Lord Baden-

Powell which was unveiled in 1947. This had the

badges of the Boy Scouts and Girl Guides on it with

the inscription “In memory of Robert Baden-Powell

Chief Scout of the World 1857-1941”. The present

memorial includes medallion heads in bronze with

the inscription:

Give thanks for

ROBERT BADEN-POWELL 1857–1941

Chief Scout of the World

OLAVE BADEN-POWELL 1889–1977
The B-P Memorial.
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Scouting Today
WORLD SCOUT BUREAU

Mission

Scouting’s mission today is to contribute to the

education of young people through a value system

based on the Scout Promise and Law, and to help

build a better world where people are self-fulfilled

as individuals and play a constructive role in society.

This is achieved by:

• Involving them throughout their formative years

in a non-formal educational process

• Using a specific method that makes each

individual the principal agent of his or her

development as a self-reliant, supportive,

responsible and committed person

• Assisting them to establish a value system based

upon spiritual, social and personal principles as

expressed in the Promise and Law.

World Organization

The World Organization of the Scout Movement is

a worldwide, non-profit and non-partisan

organisation of 28 million members, male and

female, operating through a network of local groups

supported by National Scout Organizations in 160

countries. Its governing body is the World

Conference, which meets every three years, and its

executive is the World Committee composed of

elected volunteers.

The World Scout Bureau

The Organization’s secretariat is the World Scout

Bureau, which has its headquarters in Geneva and

offices in six regions: Africa (Nairobi, Dakar and

Capetown), Arab (Cairo), Asia-Pacific (Manila),

Eurasia (Yalta-Gurzuf, Moscow), Europe (Geneva,

Brussels, Belgrade) and Interamerica (Santiago de

Chile).
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Scouting today is...
A youth movement
• Scouting proposes activities which young

people themselves take part in designing

• Young people learn to live and work

together. They are involved in decision-

making, accepting responsibility,

developing cooperation and leadership.

An educational movement
• Scouting’s educational proposal is a long-

term process. It seeks to develop

behaviour and personalities that benefit

the whole of society throughout life.

• It complements school and family life,

filling needs not met by either. Scouting

develops self-knowledge.

• Adults’ role is to help young people, and

improve understanding between

generations. In their service, leaders get

valuable training and experience, adding

to their own personal development.

A social force
• Scouting develops a sense of personal

responsibility for one’s own development.

• Scouts and leaders are volunteers and

choose to join Scouting.

• Scouting seeks the spiritual value of life

beyond the material world.

•  The Scout Movement is independent and

governed by its own democratic decision-

making processes.

• While constructively involved in society,

Scouting is a non-partisan movement,

which does not identify with any political

party.
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Scouting’s Centenary
2007

WORLD SCOUT BUREAU

What We Celebrated?

• The dawn of a new century of Scouting.

• 100 years of commitment to peace education

• 100 years of community development

• 100 years of non-formal education

Who Was Involved?

All members – youth and adults, other young people,

former Scouts, parents, supporters, community

leaders, partner organisations, news media....

everyone!

How Did We Do It?

Briefly, the Anniversary was an occasion:

• To celebrate 100 years of Scouting

• To demonstrate the unity of World Scouting

• To improve and promote the quality of Scouting

• To promote a more peaceful world

• To demonstrate the unique value of Scouting

• To provide enjoyable and beneficial experiences

• To demonstrate a commitment to nature and the

environment

• To show concern for all communities

Scouting’s Sunrise

First August 2007, was a chance to celebrate the

dawn of a new century of Scouting:

• As the sun rose, Scouts from all over the world

were asked to renew their Promise and face the

new dawn to welcome the second century of the

Movement as a symbol of their commitment to

the spread of Scouting and its ideals.

• The 1st August 2007 coincided with the 21st

World Scout Jamboree which was taking place in

the United Kingdom.

One Hundred Years of Promise

In 2007 Scouting celebrated its centenary:

• 2007 marked 100 years of Scouting. In 1907, Lord

Baden-Powell ran his experimental camp, on

Brownsea Island on the south coast of England,

for 20 young London boys from different social

backgrounds.

• In the past 100 years over 500,000,000 women

and men from most of the countries and

cultures in the world have promised to live by

the Scout Promise and Law.
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The Brownsea Island Sunrise

• At 8 o'clock on the morning of the 1st August

1907, Scouting’s Founder Robert Baden-Powell

blew on his kudu horn to open the world’s first

experimental Scout camp. This moment has

been declared by the World Scout Committee to

be the founding of Scouting.

• A representative from each Scouting country was

invited to be present at the 2007 event.

The Centenary Jamboree

• The 21st World Scout Jamboree was hosted by

the United Kingdom in 2007. The 100th

Anniversary of Scouting featured prominently in

the promotion and programme of the Jamboree.

• It was a vehicle for all to extend Scouting's

visibility in the media as one very important

focus during this special year.

• The United Kingdom welcomed Jamboree

participants and other visitors and offered a

range of opportunities to see and experience the

historic sites of Scouting throughout the year.

• Around 40,000 young people and adult

volunteers took part in the event.
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The Malaysian flag flown in the sea of other national flags at the 20th World Scout Jamboree.
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Historic milestones of
Scouting around the World

Many recurring events in this list are mentioned only the first time

they were held.

1857 February 22, Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell born in

Paddington, London, England.

1889 February 22, Olave St. Clair Soames was born. She married

Baden-Powell in 1912.

1907 Baden-Powell's experimental camp, Brownsea Island,

England, August 1–9.

1908 Scouting for Boys published. Boy Scouts office opened

in London.

1916 Cub section started. Wolf Cub's Handbook published.

WORLD SCOUT BUREAU
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1919 Gilwell Park acquired. Start of leaders' training courses.

1920 1st World Jamboree, Olympia, London, England, 8,000

participants. Baden-Powell acclaimed Chief Scout of the

World. 1st International Scout Conference; 33 National Scout

Organizations represented. Boy Scouts International Bureau

founded, London, England.

1921 International magazine Jamboree first published (title changed

to World Scouting in 1955, and now is World Scouting News).

1922 1st International Committee elected (at 2nd International

Conference, Paris, France). 30 National Scout Organizations

represented. First world census: 1,019,205 members in 31

countries. Venture Scouts (Rovers) started.

1924 2nd World Jamboree, Copenhagen, Denmark, 4,549

participants. 3rd World Scout Conference, Copenhagen

Denmark. 34 National Scout Organizations represented.

1925 International Scout Chalet opened, Kandersteg, Switzerland.

(Now known as the Kandersteg International Scout Centre)

1926 4th World Scout Conference, Kandersteg, Switzerland.

29 National Scout Organizations represented.

1929 3rd World Jamboree, Birkenhead, England. 50,000

participants. 5th World Scout Conference, Birkenhead,

England. 33 National Scout Organizations represented. Baden-

Powell given peerage; takes title Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell.

1931 6th World Scout Conference, Vienna-Baden, Austria.

44 National Scout Organizations represented.

1933 4th World Jamboree, Gödöllö, Hungary. 25,793 participants.

7th World Scout Conference, Gödöllö, Hungary. 31 National

Scout Organizations represented.

1935 8th World Scout Conference, Stockholm, Sweden. 28 National

Scout Organizations represented.

1937 5th World Jamboree, Vogelenzang-Bloemendaal, Netherlands.

28,750 participants. 9th World Scout Conference, The Hague,

Netherlands. 34 National Scout Organizations represented.

1939 10th World Scout Conference, Edinburgh, Scotland.

27 National Scout Organizations represented.

1941 Death of Baden-Powell, January 8.

1946 1st Inter-American Conference, Bogota, Colombia.

1947 6th World Jamboree (Jamboree of Peace), Moisson, France.

24,152 participants. 11th World Scout Conference, Château de

Rosny, France. 32 National Scout Organizations represented.

1949 1st Agoon (International camp for handicapped Scouts)

Lunteren, Netherlands. 12th World Scout Conference,

Elvesaeter, Norway. 25 National Scout Organizations

represented.
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1950 World membership reached 5 million in 50 countries.

1951 7th World Jamboree, Bad Ischl, Austria. 12,884 participants.

13th World Scout Conference, Salzburg, Austria. 34 National

Scout Organizations represented.

1952 1st Caribbean Jamboree, Kingston, Jamaica. 14th World Scout

Conference, Vaduz, Liechtenstein. 35 National Scout

Organizations represented.

1954 1st Arab Jamboree, Zabadani, Syria.

1955 8th World Jamboree, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada. 11,139

participants. 15th World Scout Conference, Niagara Falls,

Canada. 44 National Scout Organizations represented.

1957 9th World Jamboree ( Jubilee, 50th Anniversary of Scouting),

Birmingham, England. 30,000 participants. 16th World Scout

Conference, Cambridge, England. 52 National Scout

Organizations represented. World Scout Bureau moved to

Ottawa, Canada.

1958 1st Far East Regional Conference, Baguio, Philippines.

1st Jamboree-on-the-Air ( JOTA)

1959 10th World Jamboree, Mt. Makiling, Philippines. 12,203

participants. 17th World Scout Conference, New Delhi, India.

35 National Scout Organizations represented.

1960 1st European Regional Conference, Altenberg, Germany.

1961 18th World Scout Conference, Lisbon, Portugal. 50 National

Scout Organizations represented.

1963 11th World Jamboree, Marathon, Greece. 14,000 participants.

19th World Scout Conference, Rhodes, Greece. 52 National

Scout Organizations represented.

1965 1st Pan-American Jamboree, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 20th World

Scout Conference, Mexico City, Mexico. 59 National Scout

Organizations represented.

1967 12th World Jamboree, Farragut State Park, Idaho, U.S.A. 12,011

participants. 21st World Scout Conference, Seattle,

Washington, U.S.A. 70 National Scout Organizations

represented.

1968 World Scout Bureau headquarters moved to Geneva,

Switzerland.

1969 World membership reached 12 million. 22nd World Scout

Conference, Otaniemi, Finland. 60 National Scout

Organizations represented.

1970 1st African Conference, Dakar, Senegal.

1971 13th World Jamboree, Asagiri Heights, Japan. 23,758

participants. 23rd World Scout Conference, Tokyo, Japan. 71

National Scout Organizations represented. World
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Organization membership passes 100 member countries.

1972 1st International Community Development Seminar, Cotonou,

Dahomey (now Benin.)

1973 1st Environment Conservation seminar, Sweden. 24th World

Scout Conference, Nairobi, Kenya. 77 National Scout

Organizations represented.

1975 14th World Jamboree (Nordjamb '75), Lillehammer, Norway.

17,259 participants. 25th World Scout Conference, Lundtofte,

Denmark. 87 National Scout Organizations represented.

1977 26th World Scout Conference, Montreal, Canada. 81 National

Scout Organizations represented. Death of Lady Olave Baden-

Powell, June 25.

1979 World Jamboree Year: Join-in-Jamboree around the world. 27th

World Scout Conference, Birmingham, England.

81 National Scout Organizations represented.

1981 UNESCO Prize for Peace Education resented to WOSM.

28th World Scout Conference, Dakar, Senegal. 74 National

Scout Organizations represented.

1982 Rotary International honours Scout Movement.

Year of the Scout – 75th Anniversary of Scouting.

1983 15th World Jamboree, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 14,752

participants. 29th World Scout Conference, Dearborn,

Michigan, U.S.A. 90 national organizations represented.

1984 Rotary Award for World Understanding. The International

Association of Lions Clubs honours Scouting.

1985 UN International Youth Year (1st worldwide programme to be

implemented with the World Association of Girl Guides and

Girl Scouts). 30th World Scout Conference, Munich Germany.

90 National Scout Organizations represented.

1986 A child health programme entitled “help children grow”

introduced with the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl

Scouts and UNICEF. Membership in World Organization

reaches 120 countries.

1988 16th World Jamboree, New South Wales, Australia. 13,434

participants. Scouting is honoured by United Nations

Environment Programme in recognition of the Movement’s

outstanding environment achievements. 31st World Scout

Conference, Melbourne, Australia. 77 National Scout

Organizations represented. Implementation of the resolution

on “Towards a Strategy for Scouting.” Emphasis on Scouting

with the handicapped. Several seminars took place all over the

world for the promotion of health and handicapped.
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Dr. Jacques Moreillon, Switzerland, becomes Secretary

General of the World Organization of the Scout Movement.

1989 7th Africa Scout Conference in Lomé, Togo. Scouting makes

celebrations to mark the adoption of the UN Convention on

the Rights of the Child and encourage its ratification by

national governments.

1990 32nd World Scout Conference, Paris, France. 1,000

participants representing 100 member countries and guests

from seven other countries. Formal agreement, the Kigali

Charter, between 23 Scout and Girl Guide associations for the

promotion of programmes of cooperation in the form of

twining projects. Membership in World Organization reaches

131 countries. “Operation of Solidarity” to enable 1,235

children irradiated by the Chernobyl disaster to be the guests

of Scouts and Girl Guides in 15 European countries, in

collaboration with UNESCO, the Soviet Children's Fund and

the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.

1990 World Scout Environment Year. 8th World Moot, near

Melbourne, Australia. 1,000 young adult Scouts from 36

countries. A feature of the Moot was the World Youth Forum.

1991 Creation of the World Scout Parliamentary Union, Korea at its

constituent assembly gathering 60 parliamentarians and

Scouting officials from 22 countries on five continents. 17th

World Scout Jamboree, Mount Sorak National Park, Republic

of Korea. 20,000 participants representing 135 countries and

territories. Introduction of the Global Development Village.

1992 9th World Moot, Kandersteg International Scout Centre,

Switzerland. 1,400 participants from 52 countries. 35th JOTA:

at the invitation of the World Federation of Great Towers,

Scouts and Guides had the opportunity to communicate from

the tops of 13 towers around the world using the newest

communication systems including videophone and television

as well as amateur radio. For the first time all five Regional

Scout Conferences met in the same year and all will now meet

on a triennial basis in the year preceding World Scout

Conferences. Creation of Scout Resources International

(SCORE), the official Scout Shop of the World Organization.

1993 33rd World Scout Conference, Bangkok, Thailand, with more

than 1,000 participants from 99 member countries. Opening of

a World Scout organization office in Yalta-Gurzuf in Crimea

covering the CIS and related countries.
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1994 International symposium on “Scouting: Youth without

Borders, Partnership and Solidarity”, Marrakech, Morocco.

440 participants representing 118 Scout associations from 94

countries. Adoption of the Marrakech Charter to enhance

partnership. Signature of an agreement with UNICEF on Oral

Rehydration Therapy, Geneva, Switzerland. The International

Public Relations Association bestowed its annual President's

Award on to WOSM for “outstanding contribution to better

world understanding”.

1995 18th World Scout Jamboree, Netherlands. 28,960 Scouts,

leaders and staff attended from 166 countries and territories.

Operation Flevoland pemitted Scouts from 50 countries to

participate. Signing of an agreement of co-operation between

the World Scout Organization and United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees. Celebrations of the 50th

Anniversary of the UN. Youth Forum held by the UN in Geneva,

Switzerland; approximately 2/3rd of delegates were or had

been Scouts or Girl Guides.

1996 6th World Youth Forum, Moss, Norway. 34th World Scout

Conference, Oslo, Norway, with more than 1,000 participants

from 108 member countries. 10th World Scout Moot, Sweden.

Membership in World Organization reaches 140 countries.

1997 90th Anniversary of Scouting. Creation of the Eurasia World

Scout Region, serving the 12 countries of the C.I.S. 1st official

Jamboree on the Internet ( JOTI). Signing of a Memorandum of

Understanding between the World Health Organization, AHM

(Leprosy Relief Organization) and WOSM to eliminate leprosy.

Opening of an Operations Centre in Dakar, Senegal to serve

French Speaking associations in West Africa. 2nd World Scout

Parliamentary Union General Assembly, Manila, Philippines.

WOSM and four other youth Organizations launch

programme to promote the value of non-formal education.

1998 New “World Scout Pin” launched. 19th World Scout Jamboree

held in Picarquin, Chile.

1999 WOSM member countries reach 152. 7th World Scout Youth

Forum, South Africa 35th World Scout Conference, Durban

South Africa, with nearly 1,000 people from 116 countries.

Peace Cruise in the Eastern Mediterranean

2000 11th World Scout Moot, Mexico. 5,000 participants,

71 countries 3rd World Scout Parliamentary Union General

Assembly, Warsaw, Poland.

2002 WOSM member countries: 154. 8th World Scout Youth Forum,

Greece. 36th World Scout Conference, Thessaloniki, Greece,
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with 1,225 people from 125 countries. 20th World Scout

Jamboree, Sattahip, Thailand. 24,000 participants from 147

countries and territories.

2003 4th World Scout Parliamentary Union General Assembly,

Cairo, Egypt (December). The first World Scout Interreligious

Symposium held in Valencia, Spain with representatives of 12

religions and 33 National Scout Organizations. (December)

2004 Pan-African Youth Forum on AIDS: a matter of education.

Organized by WOSM on behalf of the Alliance of Youth CEO's.

Dakar, Senegal. Attended by 300 from 42 countries. (March)

Dr. Eduardo Missoni (Italy) becomes Secretary General of the

World Organization of the Scout Movement (1 April).

Memorandum of Understanding signed with ILO on Child

Labour. Memorandum of Understanding signed with UNEP.

12th World Scout Moot, Hualien, Taiwan.

2005 World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM) signs a

Memorandum of Understanding with the United Nations’

Millennium Campaign. 9th World Scout Youth Forum,

Yasmine Hammamet, Tunisia. 37th World Scout Conference,

Yasmine Hammamet, Tunisia with 122 Member Countries.

UNICEF and World Scouting sign Memorandum of

Understanding. WOSM member countries: 155

2006 1st Eurasia Jamboree held in Byurakan, Armenia. New World

Scout Brand launched in October.

2007 Centenary of Scouting. 150th Anniversary of B-P’s birth. 21st

World Scout Jamboree, Hylands Park, Chelmsford, United

Kingdom. Scouting’s Sunrise 1 August. Gifts for Peace project

presents more than 120 projects. 50th JOTA. 1st World

Congress on Education to be held in Geneva. Mr. Luc

Panissod (France) becomes Acting Secretary General of the

World Organization of the Scout Movement (November).

2008 Kazakhstan’s National Scout Organization, “the Organization

of the Scout Movement of Kazakhstan (OSMK)” becomes an

official member of WOSM on 16 January 2008. 1 July 2008:

National Association of Cambodian Scouts (NACS);

Association of Scouts of Montenegro; Scouts of Syria;

National Organization of Scouts of Ukraine (NOSU) joined

WOSM. This brings the total number of Member

Organizations of WOSM to 160. The admission of

Montenegro as a Member Organization changes the status of

the National Scout Organization of Serbia, which retains

membership in WOSM. They will also receive a new
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certificate of membership at the Korea Conference.

10th World Scout Youth Forum, Iskan, Republic of Korea.

7–10 July 2008. 38th World Scout Conference, Jeju Island,

Republic of Korea. 14–18 July 2008.51st JOTA/12th JOTI

Worldwide. October 2008.

2009 ILO’s International Programme on the Elimination of Child

Labour (IPEC ) and WOSM sign a new Memorandum of

Understanding, to extend their cooperation in the fight

against child labour for a further three years. February 2009.

Mr. Luc Panissod (France) becomes Secretary General of the

World Organization of the Scout Movement (March.)

52nd JOTA/13th JOTI Worldwide. October 2009.

2010 13th World Scout Moot, Rowallan Scout Camp, Nairobi,

Kenya, July–August 2010, over 1,300 participants from

66 countries.1st Eurasia Regional Scout Youth Forum,

Batumi, Georgia. 7–8 September 2010.53rd JOTA/14th JOTI

Worldwide. October 2010. WOSM member countries: 161

2011 11th World Scout Youth Forum, Blumenau, Brazil,

3–7 January 2011, with 145 participants from 66 countries.

39th World Scout Conference, Curitiba, Brazil, 10–14 January

2011, with 918 participants from 138 countries. 22nd World

Scout Jamboree, Kristianstad, Sweden, 27 July–7 August 2011,

over 38,000 expected participants.54th JOTA/15th JOTI

Worldwide. 15–16 October 2011.

2013 Mr. Scott Teare (USA) becomes Secretary General of World

Organization of the Scout Movement. 1st World Scout

Education Congress takes place in Hong Kong. 162 member

countries and over 40 million Scouts worldwide.

2014 40th World Scout Conference, Ljubljana, Slovenia attended

by143 countries.

2017 41st World Scout Conference, Baku, Azerbaijan attended

by169 countries.


